
FROl t4  I {EAVEN AI ]OVE TO EARTH I  COME
(Vom Hinrmel  hoch)

I t  was on Chr is tmas Eve that  Mar t in  Lut l rer  ,  a  Cerman pastor  who
l i vec i  abou t  two  hundred  yea rs  be fo re  Bach ,  gave  h i s  f am i l y  t he  g i f t  o f
h i s  new Chr i s tmas  hymn.  l n  t hose  days ,  f am i l y  members  weren r t  a lways
rush ing  o f f  i n  a l l  d i rec t i ons  to  d i f f e ren t  ac t i v i t i es ,  so  no  one  g roaned
when  Lu the r  t o ld  them the  hymn had  1  5  s tanzas  i n  a l l  !  Bes ides ,  a l l  t he
ch i td ren  knew how we l l  t he i r  f a the r  cou tO  te l l  s to r i es ,  and  they  were
a l ready  fam i l i a r  w i th  the  tune  o f  t he  popu la r  gan re -song  tha t  had  g i ven
h im the  i dea  fo r  h i s  hymn.

ln  the  game,  a  young  man  o r  boy  wou ld  c ry  ou t :

Cood r )ews f rom far  abroad I  br ing,
C l a d  t i d i n g s  f o r  y o u  a l l  I  s i n g .
I  b r i ng  so  much  Yourd  l i ke  to  know ,
Much  more  than  I  sha l l  t e l l  you  though .

Then  he  wou ld  rec i t e  a  r i dd le  to  one  o f  t he  g i r l s  i n  t he  c i r c le .  l f  she
fa i l ed  to  g i ve  the  co r rec t  answer ,  she  had  to  p resen t  h im  w i th  a  wrea th
o r  g a r l a n d .

A t  f i r s t ,  Lu the r rs  hymn was  sung  to  the  fo l k - tune  used  i n  th i s
game,  bu t  by  1539  Lu the r  h in rse l f  had  wr i t t en  the  new tune  tha t  became
known as Vom Himmel  hoch.  Before  long,  the tune appearec i  in
n u m e r o u S @ a s w e l | a S L u t h e r a n . J o h a n n S e b a s t i a n B a c h
l i ked  the  tune  so  much  tha t  he  used  i t  i r r  h i s  ' r ch r i s tmas  Ora to r i o "  and
as  the  bas i s  f o r  seve ra l  o rgan  p ieces  (e teven  canons ,  f ou r  p re ludes ,  and
a  sho r t  p re lude  to  i n t roduc1  the  hymn i r r  h i s  "Orge lbu rch le in - r ro r  I ' L i t t l e

Organ  Book .  "  )  He re  i s  t k re  way  Bach  a r ranged  and  ha rmon ized  the
t u n e :

T h i s  t e x t  o f  r r F r o m  H e a v e n  A b o v e r r i s  a  f r e s h  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e
t r a n s l a t i o n  C a t h e r i n e  W i n k w o r t h  d i d  i n  t h e  1 8 5 0 r s .  T a k e  t i m e  t o  s t u d y
a l f  t h e  s t a n z a s .  T h e y  t e l l  u s  t h e  w o n d e r f u l  n e w s  o f  t h e  l o v e  C o d  h a s
s h o w n  t o  u s  i n  C h r i s t  a n d  s u g g e s t  t h e  k i n d  o f  r e s p o n s e  w e  s h o u l d  m a k e .
P e r h a p s  y o u  w i l l  w a n t  t o  u s e  t h i s  s t a n z a  a s  y o u r  C h r i s t m a s  p r a y e r :

O  d e a r e s t  J e s u s ,  h o l y  c h i l d ,
P r e p a r e  a  b e d  ,  s o f t ,  u n d e f  i l e d  ,
A  h o l y  s h r i n e ,  w i t h i n  m y  h e a r t ,
T h a t  y o u  a n d  I  n e e d  n e v e r  p a r t . A M E N  !

S i n c e  t h i s  i s  s u c h  a  l o n g  h y m n ,  t r y  h a v i n g  s o l o i s t s  s i n g  ( o r  r e a d )
the  odd -numbered  s tanzas ,  and  a l t e rna te  menrs  vo i ces ,  t reb le  vo i ces ,
and  un i son  vo i ces  on  the  even -numbered  s tanzas .

Choristers Gulld gtves permlsslon to dupllcote this poge only, in whotever quantity is necessory to meet the needs of your cholrs

Von Hi.mmol hoch,da komd ich


